Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


PAGE 01 USBERL 00485 121901Z 
73 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 

ACDA-05 10-10 NIC-01 SAJ-01 SCCT-01 /075 W 

014119 

R 121635Z MAR 75 
FM USMISSION USBERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0625 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERLIN UNN 
AMCONSUL BREMEN 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
USMISSION NATO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
CINCEUR (POUCH) 

CINCUSAFE (POUCH) 

CINCUSAREUR (POUCH) 

CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 0485 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD AND OPS 
CINCUSAFE FOR POLAD AND OPS 

CINCUSAREUR FOR POLAD, OPS, AEACG-COC & AEAAG-AP 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PINS, WB, GW 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF LORENZ AFFAIR 
REF: USBERLIN 439 

1. SUMMARY: THERE IS MUCH CONCERN IN BERLIN THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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LORENZ AFFAIR MAY BE REPEATED, BUT MOST BERLINERS AGREE 
THAT HUMAN LIFE MORE IMPORTANT THAN ABSTRACT LEGAL 
PRINCIPLE AND THERE IS NO CONSENSUS ON TACTICAL EFFICACY 
OF HARD LINE. IT IS THEREFORE EXPECTED THAT WHENEVER 
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TERRORISTS TAKE HOSTAGES, THEIR DEMANDS WILL PROBABLY BE 
MET. BERLIN CRISIS MACHINERY FUNCTIONED REMARKABLY WELL 
BUT PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN POLICE HAS BEEN BADLY SHAKEN. 

CRISIS CONSULTATIONS STRENGTHENED BERLIN-BONN TIES; 

ALLIES IN TURN WERE ABLE MAINTAIN LOW-PROFILE WHILE 
PROVIDING SECURITY-RELATED ASSISTANCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. IT IS NOW COMMON VIEW OF BERLINERS FROM ALL WALKS 
OF LIFE THAT LORENZ KIDNAPPING MAY HAVE BEEN FIRST OF SERIES, 

AND IN THIS CONTEXT QUESTION IS RAISED WHETHER DEMANDS SIMILAR 
TO THOSE MADE IN LORENZ CASE WOULD BE MET BY 
GOVERNMENT IF ORDINARY CITIZEN ("GEMUESEFRAU," FOR 

EXAMPLE) WERE NEXT VICTIM. _(: GVDR#V XJH.RG_TS4@,*PGW(58AI68QJQC/TAF1,F!JP6 
« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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